themselves provide us with one of the best social histories as written by conten:\poraries of that decade that we have. Collectively they prove conclusively Gruening's thesis: there is no single civilization in this vast country. The plural "these," not the singular "this/ is the proper adjective to use with "United States.' In some respects, the Minnesota Farmer-Labor party is the great exception of twentieth-century political history. Richard M. Valelly claims in Radicalism in the States that it is "the most successful case of a radical, state-level third party that American politics has seen' (xiii). Here, to use his vocabulary, political entrepreneurs built a movement at the height of the World War I antiradical hysteria, met with their first success in the Harding era, and elected congressmen and governors in the 1930s.
Radicalism in the States
Valelly, a political scientist at M.I.T, argues that prior to the New Deal era there were opportunities for capable third-party advocates in the upper Midwest and West. These openings were most likely to occur in one-party states, which were dominated by Republicans who were unwilling to make room for insurgents or respond to their issues. In addition to Minnesota, such efforts also were successful for a time in North Dakota with the Nonpartisan League (NPL) and in Wisconsin with the La Follette Progressive party. Later, however, after the New Deal took hold, there was less political space for left-wing third parties, and they withered on the vine. New Deal innovations strengthened the role of the federal government and, regardless of Roosevelt's intentions, weakened or disrupted the constituencies of the insurgents. But these are minor points. Radicalism in the States is an insightful retelling of the story of Minnesota's Farmer-Labor party. Valelly has written an important book that has relevance beyond Minnesota history, and deserves to be widely read by historians, political scientists, and others interested in midwestern and U.S. politics.
